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THE SQUIER(S) FAMILY v 


Based on recollections of Jonathan 
Squiers, son, and Ann Hutchins, 
daughter of Sidney Roberts Squiers, 
and the historical records of Pier 
Cove by Henry Hudson Hutchins 


by 


Evert 0. Hutchins. 
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eae Squier family orobably arrived in Amerien from England 
With the Puritens, The firet Encem sneester was mmed Jonatha. 


He was pregumabiy bor in Englana ané came to this country with 


his parenta.e 1632161 


Jonathan Siret appears in New York Otate coming possibly 
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Roberts Squiers, remembered having heard his father sneak of him 


often. He also heard hia grandmother, Lois Morne, speek ef hia. 
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Wete Squiera Lived to be over eighty years of aye and was 
very mipple at this ase. fhe wad married a second time to e 
min wom her prandion Jonathan, Selieved t be Jamea Norria. 
No children were born to the second marriage. she heat a stepe 
son hovever, named James Norria. Eoer nome was loseted near 
Sodus Bay at the tine of her death. 

sonathan died nesr Sedna Bey about 1250 ef the age of over 
FO veoarg« 


Fer Tuer ROBLES A TTR oN 
oD _— r Ba : a 


See na gear ears ¢ aysene Sp set Bara Phenom = eee 
Sear plain sey tema ne at ane 


sidney Roberts Squters, third child of Jonsthan end Loig 
squiers, WAS born in Hawne Sounty, Hew York, near Sodus Bay, 
ieested on Lare Onteric. 

Tn his bovyhocd he atudied sscoersnhy and Arithmetic. Fe 
fe studied other scbfests. 
During the war of 1816 he served in the cavalry, in shose 
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comment ia not know:. Unter he toc&nms land in Nichfigen on his 


Military service tat never seenred a deed thereto. It is sces~- 


ible that the lend office in Lansing, Michigan may have records 


to supply this information. His son Jonathan said that he had 


often seen his zethe rs military equipment which consisted of a 
jacket, sadile and saber. 
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old shop wes #etanding as iste as 1915. 


workshop. The house was distroyed by Thorold's big fire", but the 


In 1836 after Mr. Souiers had failed in tusiness he went vith 


his femily to Lockport, New York, 


Streat. Later ke bonght shout 


where they first lived on Loc 


acre and a quarter of land on 


Cleott Street where he tuilt himsel? 2 home. 
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proverty to & man named Armstrong for a water-wheel, right 2% 
Battle Creek, Michizgsn. ‘his was called the Armstrong 


in tne fell of this year Mr. Squiers returned to Lockport end 


utrveeted bis reheat. He then returned to Battle Oreek, bought 


Ppropervy near the wheslright and erresctei a sawailli. 
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this mirriegs three children were born. 


Abigail Clustead was born at Paras Monroe County, New York 


mB Mey 19, 1924. 


PYISR COVE 


After about six years Mr. Squiers sold this property et 
Battle Creek and went to Pier Cove in ganges township, Allesen 
wv 
voaunty bic chigane Tie mill that he had operated at battle vies 


Was moved to Filer Cove shout 18232, end was operating there in 


1855. “He moved the mill previous to the family coming,“ ssid 


Annis Kibby one of his daughters. "I remember mother tellin 


of being left alone there while father was here putting up th 


mill. The fanily came in 1854. They moved into the woods an 
father had to go to Allesan to get wheat ground. Lother was 
afraid to stay alone nights while he was gone as the wolves 
vere howling oes the honse, so she gorried raiis into the 
houge to prop the door shut.” 
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the wood could be sold at a profit for all of their hardc- 
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There was no means of transportation hers at thet time near. 


located where Sangatuck now staads. The only rosd to thie 
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This was the first of fivs piers built teteeen the tows 

ister knewn as Saugatuck and South Haven. The task was not an 
easy one as the isdeor was all Surmicshed by man pover as Stean 
pile drivers were not in ase in this eouctry at that time. 
The mill that Mre Sqaiers owied was overated in mirtnershin 
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Tns cordwood and tan bark Dusiness blourished along with the 
inumber business from the time that the pier was constructed uniil 
the timber land had been converted into farming lende 

S29 schooners had been Known to be loaded at the pler with 
cord wood slone in one day in eddition to the iumber, shingiss asi 
tan bark that went over iti 

Tn 1864, the burg was famous for its sidewalks of eord wood 
"S11 along the etresta," said We. Ae Woodworth an carly settler, 
“where sidewalks should have been were inmisnse piles of this woods 
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said that the cord wood of 1964-65 was & mere shadow of what it 
had been previonsly, when net only thse streets ant riers were 
piled high, out the woods were siso full of it. 

The traffic that vassed cver the pier eam hardly be realized 
et the present tine. The lomber ont at the Higington sili, tem 
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lished there in 1854 tve vears after Ur. Soniers had settled 
there. Sam Themmsen was the firat post mester. The post office 
was maintained at this place until 1882 wien Martin Pratt moved 
it to the site of the sanges vost office, of late years. In th 
early sixties there were four stores, s post office, a ssiocon, 
& hotel, the Samfers & Cronson saw mill, a blackamith and a 
vepaix shop, 2 grist mill end also a fanning mill shop oygned by 
H. H. Goodrich, which was on the fiat behind the saw mill about 
in 1855 or 50. 


In 1669 there were 19 streets, 139 lots in the survey, 4 


buildings, incinding the four stores the post office the saloon 


@ lzrge hotel, the saw mill, the repsir shop, the grist mill, a 
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of the village. 

Among thoss who en 
the life of the burg were Messrs. Raymond, (father of Prank} 
Walter Billings, J. S. Puyns, {xho also owned the saloon), L. 
Weaver, A. C. Collins, and 3. F. Uall. 
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and the participants seemed to enjoy themselves very soche ie 
Belisye Mr. Cook, the proprietor, of the hotel, is well versed 
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The grist mill was vrobabiy the oldest and the last buildings 


of old Pier Cove remaining in more modern times. The sawmiil, 
the stores, ths sost office, the hotel and the other bnildings 
were built, served their purposes and fell into disuse, abeandon- 


ment and then cither want to pisces or were torn down. The last 


survivors were the old grist mills end the piers. 

Estween 1848 and 1853, Charles Richards came to tier Cove, 
put a dam across the creek and set up a building end atarte 
wood turning and furnitures ahop. After ronning the shop a fow 
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years, he sold it to a Ur. Nichols who put in a mill stone on 
the second floor and converted this floor into the grist mill 


in about 1550. This mill changed banda esveral times 
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ir. Hlideridge became the last owner who oxcreted it. 
He operated the flour and feed mill until the dam weshed 
out about 1690 and the mill was never started again but rvemsined 


as one of the o1@ land marks of Pioneer duvu. 
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The Squiers and Cyvonsen sew mill was later sold te Haymond 
& Abbott. They operated it for some time. In 1569 the mill was 
sold to Pem and Loomis and was moved to Pennville. 

The renovwal of the saw mill te Fennviile was the beginnins 
of the end of cold time Pier Cove. The esause of its removal wes 
the lack cf saw timber within reach of the mill. The cord wood 
end the tan tark also digeppearsd and the surrounding muntry 
head been worked over into agricalturnal snd freit land. 

The yvaliroad at Fennville had been placed in operation in 
1871. Fennville was becoming active as 2 transportation and 
comme reial center whieh éliminated the need to a great extent as 
& commercial outlet by way of the lazke and thera was little ueséd 
left for the pier ar a trading point. | 


When Mr. Squiers dispoeed of his mill be had exchange: it 
for a farm in the game county iosated in the SW. corner of sec- 
tion 32, Saugatuck tomiship on the lake shore at the and of the 
town line between seaugatuck and ganges township. Here he sails 


& bome and lived with his family until kis death which occurred 
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after the death of Mr. Satiers Mrs. Scuiers cold her farn 
and moved back to Pier Cove with ber tenily where she Lired for 
many years with her deuzhters 4nnis and Ann, when the children 
went to school. Annis was married in this home to “n. Kibby 
January 1, 18—~. 
2% hed been the habit of Harrison Hntehins of Fenmnville te 


tea Ese me ppc T ast af - fy media «Neha ihe a ao ey Tak 
dis triaude Suspii Si OF & iFOVLSionsS om wood to the ywodowe and une 


however, in person. It so hivpened that his orother Alvin 
wite had died, meds some of these deliveries to Mra. Scufers. A 
friendship sprung up between them that cuiminated in their merriees 


or Y £7 3% . er or & 4 - - a a 
Necember 25, 1877. she and her dmeghter inn then moved to his 
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home near Penunville where she lived until her death May 22, 1685. 
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One by one the stores Glosed and were torn down or were mcved 


q awaye The bleaeckemith and repair shop was @iseontinved for want 
| of patronage end the hotel ceased to operate. After 1880 that 
4 the church, vost office and school were moved to what was lster 


4 ‘known es the Ganges corners. Although new piers were built in 

| the later fruit era the old pler had sone ont by war of the ics 
and the seae All that remained to represent the busineas of 
former years was the ola red grist mill which was being one rated 
ty its last owmer Joseph Zldridge and which csased to opexrota a 
little later when the dam was washed out. 
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of 3a nearly ap cetten poste Ths mill found- 
Fae omunbled away and the whole structure stertea to 


Ia 1025.44: gave way to a amall oyclone and erumbled inte 
a Sas of broken boards and timbers. 

in 1916, Ss Ce SymBONS , of Chicago, the omer of the land 
was obliged to tear 7. downs Historica Pier Seve belonged ta 


_ the = for it was no mors. 


> 
‘ek! 


ae 
ae: 
te, 
ie 


a, 
as 


r a ied 2 i Ve a, 4 : x 3 ry i ‘ a 
> Rare Tate es 7 .s : ~ te Se 5, eenregeneerti e as 
—— . 4 Jam > t ; L ve . 7» * ey a 


x * rs aie 
" . ae 


SA 
" 


"a 


h aa be ~& a 
ee 


_ 


~- ve 


a 


a ¢ 


~~ & : a o 
f 0s 7 ies +f e i,t 45 ‘. 2 oo 
iE A C7 Te ies 
ait —_ on) a i? f 
‘a + te #4 Pa 5) ‘ 
= 


e 


‘ G 
“2 


hag bi eg ahd eck gi j | 
sFuuy ¢e erga ghuesu wh Yo sabahcer 4 i 
y2tn Fe #4 —s Sth, TOR potémmse (Lianek 
tq e229 otal tere 

soho Lice oF ee open oe Biak ot] 
eowieth to» Bead eed 26 6a 

-v «0 ,f18f wt 
> @i- ea 7 of. Seo thee 
aoc t2 202 20 


; > eer ee : ? 
- 4 -” 
' F 
i ea 
“vir . el? rv , 9 me 
aa 7 ’ * r.« 
+g - . 
—* at ber Pe 
~~ a | r p & uae 
“. ~ - a} Ta ~_ — 
4 4 - r - . ee 
; ’ . a a 


ake . sh pale 
_ 


ae 


= 


+ . 


@ oe aie 


, a LAPS 
y 


4 
gears 


> » a gear es, 
PGBS ont et econ ex 

- hg 9 5 as A Poe 

Meat : -, * AS, Sys ire = 

= ‘ weal wt “ Ane 

‘ Wile stieunar nee LEE, eee 

Pome 


. ee ee eee 
Nia pips th eae CO en 


Peseruew x Sie susie eagno ipciveense 
tet tet AP ttt ah iar ode heer, eds i 7 rab NaS OTH = 
r sre re pee epithet " ore i , Aedetictate 
- mete 3 Seer rer Ket a . a ; ; . 
y : i My eo — wr 
horned ou ree cee Mr were arte , z : 
- Packer pie 


ants! canoe 
" 


Sanam : 
mate : 
vents ee ; z 
: : ; : manu Ae eee * y grins ako 

ae Stel ae - a Aber rachael i. ray aie, 

Boe eine rea consis 


MUON 1 A wig hiene® eae! 


in 
Loeb da § 


re 
rare 


ee 
yes . 


ENE. 
MWe 


eaeUodnongagt wo, 
= dnl ae 
SND Si calitee Seat rms ye, 
Komitee Nd a! pte th pevrotett 
(ASRpe lps. Le te eee 


